
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3  The Truth About False Teachers – part 1  Study text: 2 Peter 2.1-10a 
 
Background info: 
Author: Simon Peter, “a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1.1) 
Date written: shortly after his first letter, about A.D. 67, from Rome 
Original recipients and purpose of the letter: Written to believers and churches in the area of Asia Minor, in 
order to remind them of truth, warn them about false teachers, and encourage them to grow in knowledge 
and grace in preparation for the return of Christ. 

Following his strong testimony about the reliability of the Word of God, Peter now warns us that false 
prophets are all around us.  They are dangerous and their judgment is sure.  

1. Do we see false prophets and/or false teachers in our world today (2 Peter 2.1)?  What are some 
examples that you’re aware of?  How can we determine if a teacher or preacher is pushing a false 
doctrine (consider 1 John 4.1-3; Matthew 7.15-16)? 

2. Why is false teaching so dangerous (2 Peter 2.2; see also Jude 8)?  Have you, or someone you know, 
ever been led astray by a false teacher?  How can we protect ourselves from following a false 
teacher?  How can we guard against becoming false teachers (see 2 Timothy 2.15-16; Proverbs 
12.15)?  

3. Peter refers, in verse 4, to angels who sinned.  Who were they, and what was their sin?  Why was it 
so offensive (consider 1 Peter 3.18-20; Jude 6; Genesis 6.1-4)?  According to 2 Peter, where are these 
angels now?  

4. In verse 5, Peter uses the example of Noah.  How extensive was God’s judgment upon the Earth in 
the days of Noah (see 2 Peter 3.6; Genesis 6.5-7)?  Why did God preserve Noah and his family (see 1 
Peter 3.20; Hebrews 11:7)?  How does the account of Noah challenge us to live today?  

5. Peter turns to the example of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, in verse 6.  Why did God judge 
these cities (see Genesis 13.13; 18.20-21; Ezekiel 16.49-50)?  How does this judgment apply to us 
today (Jude 7; consider also 1 Corinthians 10.11- 12)?  How can we guard ourselves from the pitfalls 
of Sodom (Proverbs 1.7; 3.5-6; 9.10)?  

6. How is Lot described, and what struggle did he endure as a citizen of Sodom (2 Peter 2.7)?  Can you 
relate to Lot?  In other words, do you want to live righteously amidst those who are evil and sinful (2 
Peter 2.8)?  What can you do to stand strong when others don’t (consider 2 Peter 3.17-18; Psalm 1.1-
4)? 

7. What do you think was Peter’s point in sharing these examples in verses 4-8? 
8. According to verse 9, what incredible promise do we have when we pursue God and live obediently 

to Him (see also 1 Corinthians 10.13)?  What happens to the wicked (Psalm 1.5-6; Proverbs 16.4)?  
How can we avoid what Peter calls in verse 10, defiling passion and despising authority (consider 1 
Peter 5.6; Colossians 3.12-13)? 

9. In light of this passage, what is one thing you will begin to act on this week? 


